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of Aquee: this route has also the great advantage of crossing
the Jeeree at a point not more than eight miles distant from its
mouth, up to which the Barak is navigable for boats of 500
maunds burthen, until the beginning of February, at which
time delay might be experienced IB some places, but no diffi-
culty of an insurmountable nature is likely to occur, even at
that advanced period of the year. Above the mouth of the Jee-
ree the navigation of the Barak river is very precarious, and the
precipitous nature of the banks, covered with dense forest, and
closely bordered by low ranges of hills, renders the advance
of boats so difficult, that none but the smallest canoes of from
8 to 10 maunds attempt to navigate beyond the Jeeree. From
the mouth of this river, to the Ghaut which is crossed by the
Kala Naga. route, the Jeeree luis water sufficient iu the cold
season for small dingoes of from" 8 to 10 maunds burthen,
with the exception of 011^ or two places, where they are
drawn over the sandy shallows by the two men who generally
navigate these skitfcu All the rivers crossed by either the
Aquee or Kala Naga routes are fordable during the cold
season, with the exception of the Barak; which is not so
except at one spot, a little below the Ghaut at the eastern
foot of the Kala Nagahill; and even here, at the lowest state
of the stream, the water is generally waist deep, and the velo-
city of the current so great as to render the wading across,
an attempt of considerable difficulty. Above the ford, the
ted of the river forms a deep pool, across which rafts may be
drawn with facility during the dry season, and for constructing
which in any number, the bamboos* and cane reeds of the
surrounding hills afford an inexhaustible supply of material.
During the rains the whole of these rivers, from the Jeeree on
the west to the Lneematak on the east, rush through the moun-
tain defiles with fearful velocity, and from the end of May
to the end of September, are scarcely ever fordable, and are
crossed with difficulty even on rafts.

54th. On the Aquee route, there are but five ranges of
Mlk crossed, and on that of Kala Naga, eight, which would
induce ns to give the preference to the former, did not so
considerable a portion of it pass through a low swampy